
A Catholic Community Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ  

Vision  

We deepen our love for God and stretch out our hands in service.  
 

Mission  

We create a strong parish foundation through a process  centered in Godôs Word and dependent 

upon parishionersô commitment.  We nurture a desire among members of all ages to be involved in 

worship, stewardship, service, justice, education  and community life .  

The Jesuit Parish of the Twin Cities  

April 18, 2010  

Third Sunday of Easter  

Congratulations to the Saint Thomas More children who received 

their First Eucharist on Sunday, April 11, 2010 



Saint Thomas More Catholic Community  2  Saint Paul, MN  

Changes and Growth 
Lonnie Ellis is leaving Saint Thomas More for Theology School  

From Lonnie: It has been the honor of my life to serve Saint Thomas More for 

four years as Pastoral Associate for Social Justice. I will be here until late June, 

before I move to Washington DC, to start work toward an MA in Theology at 

Washington Theological Union. My long - term vision is to work with faith -based 

justice groups to integrate contemplative spirituality. WTU is one of the best 

schools for spirituality, with a strong emphasis on Franciscan, Carmelite, 

Ignatian and Salesian spiritualities. In my spare time in DC, I hope to begin 

leading reflections and retreat time with justice groups. I have started forming 

plans with DC leaders with Gamaliel (of which ISAIAH is a member) and the 

Transportation Equity Network.  

Itôs been an incredible faith journey and I am proud of what we've accomplished 

together. Over 300 parish ioners have participated in the systemic change 

work, and even more than that in the direct service ministries.  
 

If you ever start to lose hope that real change is possible, please remember these victories that 

Saint Thomas  More parishioners led as part of ISAIAH -  Catholic Social Teaching made manifest 

in real people's lives:  
 

Transportation bill with $100 million a year for transit to reduce carbon emissions and also to provide 

transportation for everybody, including those who are unable to drive  

Securing 3 missing stations on light rail so it doesn't skip over the most diverse section of town  

Changing the transit funding formula nationally, to prioritize community needs  

Saint Paul Living Wage Ordinance, with hundreds of workers now receiving adequate wages to support 

their families  

Reforming the Saint Paul Human Rights Department to enforce its racial justice laws  

$1 million in job training and strict enforcement of a low - income hiring law (after we blew the whistle 

on Saint Paul in violation of the law)  

MN Cover All Kids bill -  securing health insurance for 22,000 children who lacked it  

A role in national health care reform, with many parishioners taking part in a rapid response call tree  

Implementing a blueprint for preventing domestic violence in Saint Paul and then for the whole state  

Building deep relationships with Latinos around immigration reform, and other people of color around 

various justice issues  

I will miss you all -  the great community and experience of the Mass, our Centering Prayer group, and 

proudly stating in the broader community and to public officials, "I'm with Saint Thomas More." I pray the 

Social Justice Ministry will continue to thrive, and that God will co -create more justice in the world with our 

faith community.  

Lonnie Ellis  

Pastoral Associate for Social Justice  

Saint Thomas More Catholic Community  

651.227.7669 x310 lellis@morecommunity.org  
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Opportunities 
May 1st -  OH WHAT AN AUCTION! 

The community of Saint Thomas More is cordially 

invited to step back in time and experience (for 

those who canôt remember it) or re-experience (for 

those who canôt forget it), the 70s. Who wouldnôt 

want to return to the days of the disco ball, platform  

shoes, bell bottom pants, and lava lamps?!?!  

A phenomenal team of volunteers has recreated the 

70s disco right here at Saint Thomas More. You 

donôt need to fly to New York City to see Studio 54 

and hear the BeeGees. On Saturday May 1st just 

bring a little imagination and your best 70s attire to 

Studio 1065 on Summit Avenue; doors open at 

5:30 pm. Please R.S.V.P. to the school office or to 

ethimmesh@comcast.net .  
 

Summer Fun at VBS  
Gloria Dei Lutheran 

Church, along with Holy 

Spirit, Nativity of Our 

Lord, and Lumen Christi 

Catholic Churches  are 

hosting VBS in our area 

June 21 - 25. There is  

a firm registration 

deadline of May 15 .  

PreK-1st graders have a morning program; 2nd -5th 

graders have a morning program with afternoon 

field trips; 6th -8th graders are assistants in the 

morning and also get to go on the fun field trips in 

the afternoon! This program has been held for a 

number of years and is a great opportunity for kids 

to grow in faith and fun this summer. For on - line 

registration and lots more information, please go  

to http://www.gloriadeistpaul.org/vbs2010 . 

 

Stewardship 
Clean Up the East Campus Day on  

Saturday, April 24th  
Those April showers that we hope 

to bring May flowers around our 

campuses have also brought 

some weeds too! On, Saturday the 

24th,  bring your rakes, shovels, 

trowels,  garbage bags and energy 

to our annual clean up day; w e 

will focus on the East Campus and  

Dan Kohler, will direct the operation. Weôll meet  

at 9:00 am near the ramp entrance, behind the 

Pastoral Center. Many hands make light work! For 

MORE information, you may call Josh Brick at the 

Pastoral Center, 651.227.7669 x301.  
 

Summer Liturgical Ministry  
Time to start thinking about our summer liturgical 

ministry schedule! If you are a Lector, Eucharistic 

Minister, Sacristan or Altar Server, please let us 

know if you have plans to be out of town (or will be 

unavailable) anytime during our next schedule ï 

covering weekend masses from May 29/30 through 

Sept. 5. If you have a ñstanding requestò regarding 

how often or when you can minister, you donôt need 

to contact us unless there has been a change.  

We will be working on the new schedule the week 

of May 3rd.  If you have no special requests or date 

conflicts that you are aware of, you do not need  

to contact anyone.  

Please leave your scheduling requests with Dana at 

dmccarthy@morecommunity.org  or call her at  

651.227.7669 x306, or put your requests in writing 

and drop them off (or mail them to) the Pastoral 

Center, Attention: Dana. Thanks!  

Saint Thomas More Prayer Shawls  
In May, 2006, a parishioner was touched by the shawl he received when he was ill. He gave a generous 

donation to be used to continue this ministry at our parish. The money was used to purchase yarn, needles 

and gift bags. Approximately twelve ñknittersò have made several dozen shawls since then that have been 

distributed over the years to parishioners who are ill. The money has been spent but the ministry continues 

due to the generous donation of time, talent and yarn provided by these people.  

If you know of someone who could use a shawl, kindly inform Cindy Nedved, 651.227.7669 x305. She 

personally delivers the shawls to those who need them. Many of our former knitters are not able to continue 

this ministry. If you are willing to knit a shawl or two, please contact Mary Pat Clysdale, 651.690.1074 or 

jmclysdale1@msn.com . Mary Pat also has patterns she will gladly share with you.  
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Our Wider Community 
ñFollowing the Spiritò -  Helping Young Adults Figure Out Their Next Steps  
Are you a young adult who would like help in figuring out how to proceed on the path related to your career, 

school or life? Men and women between the ages of 20 -40 are invited to attend a session designed to help 

them discern or recognize their next steps related to a job change, educational choice or vocation. ñFollowing the 

Spiritò will be led by Sisters Joanna OôMeara and Katherine Mullin of Visitation Monastery and includes a 

presentation, small group conversation and prayer. Admission is free; refreshments will be served. The event is 

at the St. Jane House, 1403 Emerson Ave. N., Mipls., on Wed., April 28 , 7:00 -8:30 pm. R.S.V.P. to S. Joanna 

OôMeara, jcomeara@hotmail.com  or S. Katherine Mullin at mullinkf@aol.com . Questions? Call 612.521.6113.  
 

Solemn Vespers for the Fourth Sunday of Easter -  April 25, 4:00 pm  
The Saint Paul Seminary School of Divinity Chorale with David Jenkins, director; Michelle Plombon, organist; 

and the Beacon Hill Brass, invites you to a joyful, prayerful celebration of the triumph of the resurrection. 

For more information please visit www.saintpaulseminary.org  or call 651.962.5050.  
 

Cretin - Derham Hall Presents Seussical  
The award -winning Cretin -Derham Hall Theater Department presents Seussical -  the whimsical, magical 

musical -  on two consecutive weekends: April 23 - 25 and April 30 -  May 2. Show times are at 7:00 pm on 

Friday and Saturday nights, with a 2:00 pm matinee on Sundays. Tickets are $8 for students/seniors and 

$10 for adults. Tickets are available at the door the night of the performance or can be purchased in the 

Main Office of the school. Call 651.690.2443 for more information.  

Worship 
Eucharistic Adoration at Saint Thomas More  

Prayer is the greatest power in the world. Prayer before the Risen Christ in the Blessed 

Sacrament not only transforms us but brings about the transformation of the world, the 

church, our community, our families and our neighborhoods. Beginning Friday, May 7, 

Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place at the West Campus 

Church on the First Friday of each month.  Since First Fridays also honor the Churchôs 

devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, they are particularly appropriate for participation in 

this cherished Catholic tradition. Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will 

flow from the 7:15 am Mass on the First Friday of each month and come to conclusion 

with Evening Prayer and Benediction at 6:00 pm. We invite you to join in this time of personal and communal  

prayer before the Risen Christ present in the Eucharist. Sign -up sheets can be found in the main entrance of 

our West Campus church and in the ramp and community corner of our East Campus church. Since we need 

to be sure that there are always at least two people present, we ask that you please indicate which time 

period you are available for prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. Or, if you prefer, you may sign -up by 

contacting Christine Griffith at 651.222.4716; or wcgriffith@comcast.net .   
 

Our Easter Garden  
Our Easter Garden will bloom and change through out the eight weeks of Easter. If you havenôt already done 

so, thereôs still time to remember a deceased loved one, honor a special family member or friend, or simply 

ñgive thanksò this year by donating money toward flowering plants and festive fabrics for our Easter Environ -

ments. Special envelopes are available at the entrances of both churches; or, if you regularly receive donation  

envelopes, you may use the designated envelope in your packet. Put your donation in the regular Sunday 

collection or mail/bring it to the Pastoral Center. The names of donors and their loved ones and honorees  

will be published in the Bulletin during the Easter season.  
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Come eat breakfast  

with me, Lord.  

Join me early  

in the morning  

as I drink that first  

cup of coffee.  

Speak to me  

in the silence of dawn.  

Encourage me  

to face the day.  

Guide me out the door  

and into my busyness.  

Amen.  

Copyright © 2009 St. Anthony Press  

Bringing Home the Word 
Growing Into Deeper Love  

The apostles know Jesus as they break bread with him. Jesus  

was at his best at a meal. It is no wonder that he chooses to 

meet us generation after generation at the meal of the Eucharist.   

When we come together at the dining room table and share 

food, conversation and love, we start to recognize the sacred  

meaning of the family meal. These gatherings are an important  

way to reinforce the Eucharistic meal. The ordinary ritual of a 

family pausing and gathering to be nourished gives us a hint of what Jesus 

had in mind: He wants us to put aside all our activity and sit with him.  

On this Sunday, take time for one another at a family meal. Jesus would be 

the first one to tell us that we are too busy for our own good. As we listen 

to todayôs Gospel we have a sense that there is no hurry. It is a time for a 

leisurely breakfast on the shore. We can take a hint from the pace of this 

breakfast that Jesus prepared. ñCome and have some breakfast,ò our 

Savior challenges us. What he expects is total presence to one another. He 

asks us to sit quietly and be at table as if we had nothing else to do. He 

wants us to savor the food, the conversation, the love -  and to savor his 

presence in our midst.  

 

Church Notes for Children 
Holy Oil  
Nowadays we use oil mostly for cooking. We fry with it. We drizzle it on 

salads. We add it to dough to make baked good light and flaky. Check out a 

supermarket to discover some of the many plants that produce edible oils.  

One oil -producing plant is the olive. Next time you eat an olive, notice 

that itôs a bit greasy, thatôs olive oil.  

Sometimes athletes are given a rubdown with oil to limber up their 

muscles. In the past, oil was used to help heal burns and other injuries.  

Jesusô famous parable about the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37) 

mentions how oil was used as medicine.  

The Church uses two different oils -  one is to help heal the sick and the 

other is to rub on the catechumens (the people getting ready to be 

baptized). Catechumens are a bit like athletes, except that their 

struggle is to enter into the Christian way of life.  

Besides the two oils, the Church also uses a mixture of oil and per -

fume called chrism. Ask to smell your parishôs sacred chrism. What 

other great fragrances does this Easter season bring to your 

neighborhood?  

The word ñChristò means someone who is anointed with chrism. We are 

anointed when we are baptized and confirmed. We become a new Christ.  

The holy name of Jesus becomes our family name.  

Why is the perfume added? In his second letter to the Church of Corinth, Saint Paul says that since dead 

things stink, a good smell can remind us of Godôs Spirit, the giver of life. People who are christened can 

share this life -giving aroma with everyone they meet.  Copyright © 1997, Liturgy Training Pub.  

 

 


