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Liturgical Ministry 
What Goes Up Must Come Down!  
Next weekend (January 9/10) marks the end of the 

Christmas Season as we transition into Ordinary 

Time with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. With 

the end of the season, all of our lovely poinsettias  will 

need to find loving homes and our Christmas 

wreaths, garlands, trees and Nativity figures will 

need to be put into storage until next year.   

The West Campus church will be ñundecoratedò 

immediately following the 4:30 pm mass on 

Saturday, Jan. 9. The East Campus church will be 

ñundecoratedò immediately following the 10:30 am 

mass on January 10. If you can stay a few minutes 

to help with the process after mass on Saturday or 

Sunday it would be greatly appreciated. Weôll have 

people present to supervise the take -down and 

storage. (If past history is any indication, things 

should move quickly.) Also, if you know of a good 

home for any of our poinsettias ï please pick one 

up AFTER the January 9 or 10 mass. Weôll provide 

plastic bags to protect the plants from the cold 

weather.  

Last weekôs bulletin provided a list of those who 

have generously donated to the beautiful Christmas 

d®cor at both of our worship spaces; next weekôs 

bulletin will provide a continuing list of additional 

generous donors.  
 

Faith Formation 
Questions Answered  
Have a question about Faith Formation or 

Sacramental Preparation? Need a copy of a Faith 

Formation schedule or the Resource Book? Want 

suggestions for completing the ñAt Homeò portions 

of the programs? If so, please e -mail Erin at 

faithformation@morecommunity.org  for assistance.  
   

First Reconciliation Preparation  
Our first session will be on Sunday, January 10 at 

9:15 am . Please be watching for a letter with all 

the details in the mail this week. You must be 

registered to participate and we will need a copy  

of each childôs Baptismal Certificate. If your child 

was baptized or received the sacrament of First 

Eucharist at St. Luke, Immaculate Heart of Mary or 

St. Thomas More, we have your records on file.  

Summit Faith Salon #5 
Preferential Options for the Poor  
Tuesday, January 5, 7:00 - 9:00 pm  

West Campus Community Room  

1550 Summit Avenue  

Monthly Summit Faith Salons explore the seven 

principles of Catholic Social Teaching and their 

implications for our lives. This salon, on the pref -

erential option for the poor, will give a very clear 

and direct challenge to the way we structure 

society. It is built on an incredibly strong founda -

tion with over two thousand verses in the Bible 

dealing with poverty, and yet it remains highly 

controversial.  

Lonnie Ellis will speak and initiate dialogue about 

the challenge of prioritizing the poor  and the 

diverse and exciting initiatives now emerging in 

Christianity.  

Lonnie Ellis has served the Saint 

Thomas More Catholic Community 

as the Pastoral Associate for Social 

Justice for the past three years. 

He has led parishioners in action 

and reflection in action including 

victories in: achieving the 

Minnesota Cover All Kids health 

care bill, restructuring the St. Paul 

Human Rights Department, and securing a St. 

Paul living wage ordinance. He holds a B.A. in 

Political Science from Gustavus Adolphus College, 

St. Peter, MN, and is a speaker on contemplative 

spirituality as well as social justice.  

Community Ministries 
Those with baptism, wedding, pastoral care or new 

parish membership questions should contact Cindy 

Nedved, our Pastoral Associate of Community 

Ministries and Weddings. She can be reached at 

651.227.7669 x305 or cnedved@morecommunity.or g. 
 

Prayer & Prayer Shawl Requests  
Those requesting prayers or prayer shawls should 

call Pat Bearth, 651.644.6976 or Cindy Nedved, 

651.227.7669 x305.  
 

Mass Intentions  
Please call Patti Day at 651.227.7669 x 302.  

mailto:mailto:faithformation@morecommunity.org
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Justice & Service  

More Justice 
Campaign to Restore State - funded 
Medical Care to Launch on the 

Weekend of  January 10  
GAMC (General Assistance Medical Care) is a state

- funded program to provide health care for the 

stateôs poorest adults. It currently covers up to 

78,000 clients per year; 35,000 on average per 

day. To qualify, clients cannot make over $7800/

year and some have only GA (General Assistance) 

income of $203 a month or $2436 a year.  

GAMC funding is targeted to end on March 1, 2010,  

as the result of the governorôs "unallotment" of 

those funds. The current plan is to move GAMC 

clients to "Transitional Minnesota Care." This plan 

is untenable for a number of reasons, from the 

loss of basic coverage items needed by this group 

of people, to the draining of the fund for Minnesota  

Care, a plan originally set up for working 

Minnesotans.  

Saint Thomas More, in collaboration with ISAIAH 

and other coalition organizations, is working to 

restore GAMC funding. Plan to help by joining a 

card writing campaign after masses on the 

weekend of Jan. 10, 2010. Questions? Call Kate 

Cole, 651.224.6010 or Arline Datu, 651.699.4724.  

Catholic Social Teaching 
Today is Immigration Sunday  

In the feast of Epiphany we 

celebrate the hospitality of God 

who welcomes everyone and 

extends the gift of Christ's peace 

and justice to the whole human 

family. This season of God's 

Incarnation forms the basis for 

Catholic social teaching. The Church is called to 

humanize every situation according to the revelation  

of Christ. Our ministry is one of preserving human 

beings as subjects with dignity and not simply as 

objects of utility. We are to protect and advocate 

for the fully human experience of birth, family life, 

community life and global relations.  

During these days of Christmas, we are invited to 

pay special attention to the migrants and refugees 

in our world. Like the holy family, countless  

families in our world are separated and on the 

move because of the consequences of poverty, 

climate change and civil strife. The humanity of 

migrant people and families becomes diminished 

and so easily forgotten because of their homeless -

ness and lack of voice or resources to change their 

situation. Let us pray and act together to bring 

about just immigration reform.  

More Service 
Saint Thomas Moreôs Hunger Ministry 

Each year Minnesotans miss a staggering 125 million meals.  That equals 10 missed 

meals a month for every struggling child, or adult. That means going to bed hun -

gry three nights a week or waking up to an empty breakfast table. In this land of 

plenty, these numbers are simply unacceptable.  

So who are these people who need a food shelf? They are people just like you and 

me. They could be your next -door neighbor, a senior citizen, a disabled person, a 

single mother, the working poor or the unemployed. They are people of dignity, 

people of courage, and people with pride, who, for one reason or another, need a 

bit of our help. Each person has their separate story, but each is unable to stretch 

their money to provide enough food for their table.  

Each time you come to Mass, please remember to bring a few items of non -

perishable food, health -care products, or infant formula to the designated areas 

around the church. Peanut butter, cereal, toothbrush and toothpaste, macaroni 

and cheese, tuna fish, feminine -care products and baby food are always in high 

demand. Monetary donations are also accepted: please make checks out to Saint 

Thomas More Church and designate the offering for the Food Shelf. Thank you for your ongoing support, it is 

truly needed and deeply appreciated.  

 



Community  
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Letters of Gratitude 
Womenôs Advocates Inc. 
December 17, 2009  
 

Dear Friends at St. Thomas More Church,  

Thank you very much for your donation of $430 in 

Target  gift cards. Your generous support will help 

to give the women and children at Womenôs 

Advocates a joyful and safe holiday season. The 

moms canôt wait for the shopping trip to Target to 

pick out gifts for their kids! Thank you for making 

this possible!  

The first shelter in the nation for battered women 

and their children, Womenôs Advocates is unique in 

many ways. Since 1974, Womenôs advocates has 

helped over 30,000 women and children escape 

domestic violence by providing a safe place to say.  

Womenôs Advocates is also much more than a safe 

place. While staying at the shelter, women are pro -

vided with the tools and resources they need to 

find a safe new apartment, employment, affordable 

child care, legal services, and medical care. The 

education provided on domestic violence and the 

weekly support groups help the women begin the 

healing process, and learn how to avoid an abusive 

relationship in the future.  

Unlike many shelters, Womenôs advocates has a full 

time, on -site Mental Health Therapist who meets 

with women, children, and families to provide the 

added support they need. The on -site childrenôs 

program provides kids with the support and educa -

tion necessary to break the cycle of violence. 

Finally, when a family is ready to move on from the 

shelter, an After Care Specialist will continue to 

meet with them in their homes, providing resources 

and support to help them maintain their independence.   

Thank you for partnering with us this holiday  

season, as together, we make the Twin Cities a 

more caring, safe, and peaceful community.  
 

Sincerely,  

Raione Loscalzo  

Executive Director  

 

Midwest Special Services  

December 23, 2009  
 

Dear Fr. Joe and Members of St. Thomas More 

Catholic Community,  

I just had the privilege of handing out the gifts from 

the Advent Giving Tree to our clients. It was a very 

special event with out clients really enjoying being 

remembered at Christmas time.  

Our clients, at Midwest Special Services, are adults 

with disabilities. Many of our clients have only very  

limited family members with which to celebrate the 

holidays. They were thrilled to receive such nice 

gifts. They truly enjoy the gifts and will make good 

use of them.  

I especially want to thank KP Waite who chaired the 

project again this year. She and her team did a  

wonderful job for all of the participating agencies. 

Again, to all of you, thank you for your generosity.  

Merry Christmas and Blessings to you all for the 

New Year,  

Lyth J. Hartz  

President  

The Listening House  
December 23, 2009  
 

Dear St. Thomas More Parish,  

This year has definitely been one unlike we have 

known in many years with our economy. Unem -

ployment hitting a 10% increase and as a result our 

shelters are extremely busy, especially the food 

shelves. People who never used a food shelf before are 

using them now. Listening House is full to capacity.   

It was just like Christmas morning for me as I  

unpacked your incredible gifts for our guests. When 

a person receives a new belt that really fits instead 

of one that has to be cut down or wear one that 

hurts because it is too small -  that is a real Christmas 

gift.  You would be surprised at how many men 

wanted ties. I asked them why and they said that 

they ñdo not want to go to church without wearing 

oneò. Gifts of gloves, socks, and underwear are a 

basic right for people living here. The jackets were 

unbelievable and very much appreciated! Once 

again, I cannot thank you enough on behalf of 

Listening House, our guests and myself. Wishing 

you all a healthy and peaceful New Year.  

Sincerely,  

Ann Kenefick  
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Bringing Home the Word 
The Home Church  

We are all looking for Jesus, getting lost on the way, turning to the stars, the scholars, the 

public officials to find him. In the end, we realize that he was not so far off. Jesus was right 

in our midst. He is at the supper table in the midst of a family discussion on what is fair and 

just. He is in the worry parents have for a son who is struggling in school. He is in the 

embrace of husband and wife as they surrender to their love for one another.  

Recognizing the movement of this Messiah in our daily lives takes the ears and eyes of a 

kingdom soul. We are called to pause often and really look at our relationships, conversa -

tions and activities as places were this Christ is seen and heard. Like the Magi, when we 

discover Christ in our life, we must respond to him. We give him what we've got. We need to 

ask ourselves what form the ancient gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh take in our lives: more prayer 

time, good stewardship, service to the poor and soon. Each of us can bring our unique version of gifts to this 

Messiah in our midst.  

 

Copyright © 1997, Liturgy Training Pub.  

Church Year Notes for Children 
The Gifts of the Magi  
The second chapter of the Gospel of Matthew tells us about the magi 

who offered the Lord their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

Notice the sequence of events in this story. The magi spot a marvel -

ous star. This sign in nature leads them to travel to Jerusalem,  whether 

they search the Jewish scriptures for an understanding of the  sign, Now 

the scriptures -  together with the star -  direct the magi to travel on -

ward to Bethlehem, where they find their heartsô desire.  

This story tells us that Godôs creation and Godôs word  

together reveal Christ to us and ñrevelationô is what the 

tongue -twisting word ñepiphanyò means.  

Like the star, the gifts of the magi are signs from nature  

that are rich in scriptural meaning. God signifies royal 

splendor. The smoke of burning incense rises like our 

prayers to God. Bittersweet myrrh was used to perfume  

newlyweds and also to embalm the dead.  

Our glittering and fragrant Christmas decorations, like 

the gifts of the magi, can be holy signs that remind us 

of the dignity of being a Christian. Make an Epiphany 

gift of one of these signs to someone who reveals Christ  

to you. Use chocolate coins for gold, a lemon studded 

with cloves for frankincense, or a pot of paper white  

narcissus for myrrh.  

Incense and myrrh are resins, gooey liquids that drip 

from plants and then quickly harden. Look for them at 

religious goods stores or at an old - fashioned apothecary.  

When you heat them in an old pan, they will fill your 

home with sweet aromas.  

More at Home  
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More Worship  

Mass Intentions  

Jan. 2,  Saturday  

4:30 pm   ¥ Kay Wegler  

Jan. 3,  Sunday  

8:00 am   STM Community  

10:30 a m  ¥ Beverly Boehm  

Jan. 5, Tuesday  

7:15 am   ¥ Frank Caulfield  

Jan. 6, Wednesday  

7:15 am   ¥ Beverly Boehm  

Jan. 7, Thursday  

7:15 am   Michael Zawistowski  

Jan. 8, Friday  

7:15 am   ¥ Dan Jacobowski  

Jan. 29 Saturday  

4:30 pm   ¥ Jim Valenta  

Jan. 10, Sunday  

8:00 am   ¥ Robert Nordloh  

10:30 a m  STM Community  

Week of January 3  

Sun.  Is 60:1 -6/Eph 3:2 -3a, 5 -6/

    Mt 2:1 -12  

Mon.  1 Jn 3:22 --- 4:6/Mt 4:12 -   

    17, 23 -25  

Tue.  1 Jn 4:7 -10/Mk 6:34 -44  

Wed . 1 Jn 4:11 -18/Mk 6:45 -52  

Thu.  1 Jn 4:19 --- 5:4/Lk 4:14 -22a 

Fr i .  1 Jn 5:5 -13/Lk 5:12 -16  

Sat.  1 Jn 5:14 -21/Jn 3:22 -30  

Sun.  Is 42:1 -4, 6 -7 or 40:1 -5,  

    9-11/Acts 10:34 -38 or Ti   

    2:11 -14; 3:4 -7/Lk 3:15 -   

    16, 21 -22 

Epiphany of the Lord  
 

 

Isaiah 60:1 - 6  

A prophet has wonderful news 

for a weary people. The light of 

God shines on them and the 

nations of the world draw near 

to worship.  

Ephesians 3:2 - 3a, 5 - 6  

Paul speaks of the mystery re -

vealed to him that Gentiles are 

called to be members with the 

Jews in the body of Christ.  

Matthew 2:1 - 12  

Wise men seek the newborn 

king of the Jews to pay him 

homage with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  
 

Reflection Questions  
1.  Have you had to give up  

anything to follow Jesus?  

2.  Who are the wise ones you 

turn to for advice?  

3.  Where do you most often find 

Jesus' presence in your life?  

4.  What was your most memo -

rable moment this Christmas?  

Liturgy Schedule  

Mass, Saturday , 4:30 pm  

West Campus, 1550 Summit  

Mass, Sunday , 8:00 & 10:30 a m  

East Campus, 1093 Summit  

Weekday Masses , West Campu s 

Tuesday -Friday, 7:15 am  

Reconciliation , West Campus  

Saturday, 3:30 -4:00 pm  

Adoration , East Campus  

Tuesday, 12:30 -9:00 pm  

Centering Prayer , East Campu s 

Tuesday  , 5:30 -6:15 pm  

Pray For Us  

Dorothy Fabian  

Chuck Fried  

Kathleen Gay  

Ann Gilsdorf  

Julie Horvath  

Ted Kay  

Fr. Pat Malone  

Maryah Tift  

Tim Towle  

Pastor  

Rev. Joseph Weiss, S.J., Ph.D.  

jweiss@morecommunity.org  

Deacons  

Rev. Mr.  Tom Dzik  

tdzik@morecommunity.org  

Rev. Mr.  David Ingwell  

dingwell @morecommunity.org  

Pastoral Administrator  

Susan Stephens  

sstephens @morecommunity.org  

Pastoral Associates  

Lonnie Ellis, Social Justice  

lellis@morecommunity.org  

Patrick Lofton, Education/Principal  
plofton@morecommunity.org  

Dana McCarthy, Liturgy, Music & Worshi p 

dmccarthy@morecommunity.org  

Cindy Nedved, Weddings & Community 

Ministrie s 

cnedved@morecommunity.org  

Administrative Associates  

Jane Anderson, Bookkeeper  

janderson @morecommunity.org  

Josh Brick, Administrative Asst.  

jbrick@morecommunity.org  

Patti Day, Office Manager  
pday@morecommunity.org  

Maintenance Associate  

Dan Kohler, Chief Maintenance Enginee r 

dkohler @morecommunity.org  

Pastoral Center  

8:30 am -5:00 pm Tuesday -  Friday  

1079 Summit Ave., Tel 651.227.7669  

East Campus Church  

1093 Summit Avenue  

West Campus Church  

1550 Summit Avenue  

Saint Thomas More School  

7:45 am -3:45 pm, Monday -  Friday  

1065 Summit Ave., Tel 651.224.4836  

FYI  

Handicap Accessibility:  East 
Church, use the east parking 
lot entrance. The West Church 
is ground level. School, use 

the elevator at the main north entrance. 
Pastoral Center is not handicap accessible.  

Arise and 
shine your 
light has 

come.  

Isaiah 60:1  
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